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Project:  James Park Playground Renovations  
 
Meeting Date: May 21, 2025, 6 pm 
 
Meeting Location: Levy Senior Center 
 
Meeting Purpose:  Neighborhood kickoff meeting to discuss playground and 

surrounding conditions for future renovation possibilities. 
 
Attendees:   Matt Rodgers, 8th Ward Councilmember 

Lara Biggs, Public Works Bureau Chief – Capital Planning 
Audrey Thompson, Director of Parks & Recreation 
Michael Callahan, Assistant Director of Parks & Recreation 

   Stefanie Levine, Senior Project Manager 
   Kenon Boehm, Landscape Designer II 
   Parks and Recreation Board Members 
   Community Members 
 
PRESENTATION: 
Public Engagement meeting #1 was held at the Levy Senior Center. 
 
Staff went through the planned presentation, detailing project timelines, anticipated 
scope, and existing conditions.   
 
Following this presentation, Staff opened the conversation to allow for discussion and 
general questions/answers.  Attendees discussed how they currently utilize the park 
and how they visualize the future design of the space.  Attendees brought up a 
multitude of items from the drainage issues at paths to playground issues/uses to the 
sledding hill.  Common items discussed are below: 

- Statements regarding successful pathway implementation between baseball 
diamonds.  Extra base and proper slope cited as most likely reason for success 

- Bathrooms are constantly locked and not able to be utilized by the public 
- Multi-use path and desire to have both asphalt and gravel 
- Interest in bringing sledding/skiing/snowboarding back to the steeper hill 
- General discussion around variable playground items: nature play, sensory 

elements, and ziplines 
- General statements around utilizing both the 2-5 and 5-12 playgrounds 
- Additional garbage cans and lighting within proximity of playgrounds are ideal 

 
The meeting then moved into breakout activities where residents could provide 
additional feedback.  Attendees were given post it notes and stickers to be utilized on 
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(4) boards.  These boards asked questions regarding site use, general demographics, 
and provoking topics to help the attendees fine tune their wants into their top four use 
categories.  Each of the categories allowed for the opportunity to provide additional 
information around their wants.  Additional information during this time included the 
following: 

- Lighting additions as well as bathroom availability and bathroom cleanliness were 
major concerns with visiting the park more often 

- Multi-use path to have more amenities such as benches, trash cans, shade trees 
and lighting where possible 

- Playground comments revolved around potentially considering nature play, 
sunshades, and the addition of a zipline.  The connection between 2-5yr. and 5-
12yr. old groups is very strong 

- While out of project scope, the hill was a highly talked item including general 
clearing, rehabilitation, and activating for better ski/sledding/snowboarding 

 
The meeting concluded with staff indicating that the next meeting would hopefully be 
held in July and all attendees were encouraged to attend future meetings to provide 
additional public input.  Public meeting #2 will have multiple concepts for review and 
input.   










